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Law But He Tells Delegation;
He Favors House C om-

.
mittee on Subject.

NOT A FREFMAN AT ALL
Is He and As President He Can

Not Carry Out His Own
Ideas and Wishes.

WASHINGTON. Dec. 8..'President
WIIboij today told a delegation from
the National American Woman's Suf¬
frage Association that he favored a.'
standing suffrage committee In thejHouse of Representatives but he de-;
nled their request that he send a spec¬
ial message to Congress urging the
reform.
Marching by twos and fours with

banners afloat the suffragists braved
.the chill winds of a raw day to storm
the White Houee. They were ushered
Into the president's office and formed
in a circle about Mr. Wilson' Dr.
Anna Shaw, president of the associa¬
tion, summarized briefly their appeal
to the president to assist the move¬
ment either by sending a special mes¬
sage to Congress 'by Including refer¬
ence ') suffrage in any genernl method
lie might deliver or by using his In-,
flucnce to have a sepclal committee of'
the House appointed to consider theJ
subject.

"I want you ladles If possible." said
the president to the delegation, "If T
can make It clear to you, to realize just
what my present situation is.
"Whenever I walk abroad I realize

that I am not a free man. I am under
arrest. 1 am so carefully and admir¬
ably guarded that I have not even the
privilege of walking the streets, that
It as it were typical of my present,
transference from being an individual
with his mind on any and every sub¬
ject to being an official of a great gov¬
ernment an dincldentaily or so it falls'
ernmcnt and incidentally or so it falls'
the spokesman of a party.

"I set myself this very strict rule
when I was governor of New Jersey
and4 have followed It as president and
shall follow It as president that I am
not a t liberty to urge upon Congress
In messages policies which have not
had the organic consideration of those
for whom 1 am spokesman. In other
words I have not yet presented to any
legislator my private views .on any
subject and I never shall because I
conceive that to bo part of the whple
process or government that I shall be!
spokesman for somebody not for my-
BelP It would be an lmpetinence.:
When I speak for myself I am an in¬
dividual. When I am spokesman of;
an organic body 1 am a representative,
"For that reason I am by my own

principles shut out in the language,
of the street from starting anything.
1 have to confine myself to those
things which have been embodied as

promises to the people at an election.
That is the strict rule I set for myself.

"I want to say that with regard to
nil other matters I am not only glad
to be consulted iby my colleagues In
the two houses but 1 hope they wil
often pay me the compliment or con¬
sulting me when they want to know
my opinion on .any subject. One mem-;
her of the rules committee did come
to me and aslc me whut I thought abou:
this suggestion of yours or appointing]
a special committee of the House ns
the Senate lias already appointed a]
special committee for the considera¬
tion of woman suffrage and I told him
that t thought It was a proper thing,
to do, so that so far as my personal
advice has been asked by a single-
member of,the committee it lias been
goven to tiiat effect. I want to tell
you that to show that I am strictly
living up to my pr.nclples. When by
private opinion is asked by those, who
are cooperating with me. I am most,
glad to give it bu 1 am not at liberty
until I speak for somebody beside my¬
self to urge legislation upon the Con¬
gress."
There was a pause and Dr. Anna

Shaw spoke up. "May 1 ask you a
suestlon?" said she. The president
nodded assent. "Since we are mem¬
bers of no political party, who is to
speak for us if we do not sp >ak 'for
ourselves."
"You do that very admirably." re¬

marked the president and the entire
assemblage joined In a laugh

DOROTHYJIOIB
Casq is Recalled by the Myste¬

rious Disappearance of
Miss Jennie McCann.

(¦V AISOCIATCD PRCf»

NEW YOUK. Dec. S..Every police¬
man in greater New York had instruc¬
tions today to look out for Miss Jessie
McCann. the twenty-three-year-old
daughter of Robert McCann, a wealthy
wliWrsale grocer, who dlsappear*d on
Thursday last as mysteriously as did
Dorothy Arnold. She left home Thurs¬
day morning ostensibly <o go to a
liome for destitute children, where
she did volunteer work as an Instruct¬
or. Since that time all trace of her
has been lost, although a friend of the
family reported today having seen a

girl, answering her description, in
Wall street Friday nlghf To him she
appeared dazed. The girl's father is
a personal friend of Mayor Kline and
has appealed to the mayor to expedite
the police search.

SB R. Klngsley, of Parkersburg, is
transacting business hero.
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NORTHERN MEXICO
IS REGION OF PEACE

m.

ELECTRIC
Roller Coaster Attracts Much

Attention in Window of
Plumbing Shop.

The F. C. Welch Plumbing Company
has a novel window display In one of
Ihe front windows of Its shop on Court.
street that is attracting considerable
attention. It is a model of an electric
roller coaster with inclines and lifts
by which "loop the loops" and "gap:
the gaps" are made. Metal balls about
the size of a walnut are used In place
of the usual passenger cars
¦The model is the Invention of A. J.

-McCoy, who is connected with the
Westlnghouse electric manufacturing
company In Pittsburg. It Is Intended
only for window displays for the pur
pose of attracting attention.

For the Cleveland and Pitts¬
burg Coal Company by

Federal Judge Day.
<»v ASSOO'ATCO

OIJBVIBLiAND. O., Dec. S.lAttor-!
ney .lames H, iCassitly was todav
named by federal Judge Da? to be
receiver for the 'Cleveland and Pitts¬
burg Coal Company on complaint or
the 'Pittsburg-Tluffalu Company,
which went into the hands of re¬
ceivers Saturday. . The complaint
charges the [Cleveland and Pltts'burg
Company has assets of more than
$425,000 anil owes seventy-dlve cred¬
itors $'300,000. The company has
live coal yards in Cleveland.

A,\ I.VJl'YCTUl.N is ASKED
TO UICSTKAIX CRUBMTOHS. i

<.* AMOCtATlO HUH
PTToliUlKG, Pa., (Dec. S.On ap¬

plication of tlie Goodman Manufac-
Hiring Company, of Chicago. James
Bryan was today in common pleas
eonrt appointed receiver for John H
Jones, president, of the Plttaburg-
BufTalo Coal Company, which was
placed into the bands of receivers
last Saturday with the Four State
Coal Company, of which Jones was
also an officer. The Goodman com¬
pany alleged in Its petition that it

i3_a creditor of Jones in the sum of
$.>.000 and that Jones is an accom¬
odation signer of a number of notes
of the coal company, which while
they arc solvent, they are at present
financially embarrassed. These notes,
the petition avers, will ,soon be paid
by the receivers and Jones will be
relieved of of responsibility,of en¬
dorser. An injunction fo prevent
the creilflors from proceeding to col¬
lect, their Obligations was asked.
Jones filed an answer to the petition
admitting the statement, and Judge
ilcFarlane granted an injunction,
instructing Jones to turn over all
Ills affairs to the receiver.

MILLIONS OF
FOR WORf

And Harbors Are Recommend¬
ed in Annual Report of the

Chief Army Engineer.
(BY ASSOCIATED PRESS)

UASm.VGTOX. Dec. s.-.Worc than
59.090,000 for the Mississippi river a]-'
most $9,000,000 for the OHlo river
more than $2,000,000 for the Missouri
«vi r. almost $2,000,000 for the Colum¬
bia. river and $1,000,000 for the Dela¬
ware river are the amounts considered
necessary by i.v- chief of engineers of!
the army for the improvement and
maintenance of those great waterways
during the fiscal year of 1915,
111 to the Secretary or.

War his report, made public today,
the chief of engineer- makes estimates
aggregating $-11,483,395 to be applied
in 20 1 river and harbor projects dur¬
ing the year ending Jane »0, 1UK.
This i.. $9,024,994 less than the
amount appropriated by Congress furl
river and harbor works far the fis¬
cal year of 1914.

"liberal appropriations ure consid¬
ered proper and desirable for sirtig-
RTng and other work necessary to
make natural channels available
ivherever water-borne commerce ex-,
ists or I.--reasonably prospective," says'
ihe ehiof of engineers. "It is believed
ihnt expenditures for such improve¬
ments are almost always useful anil
advantageous to the general public,
i'I'i i!iy since the Introduction and
rapid development "f smal! gasoline
mm >r boats for combined freight and
paps,-nger transportation."

tin.a;es «f amounts needed for
1 :. .::< :i hi the I'nlted States ng-
^rcBatc J1.0::,j,000 and in the insular
possessions, $992,500.

lb.- t.-ilmntes in detail are:
-Mppi River.Southwest Pass

~ 100.000; Head of Passes to Ohio riv-
ler. Intruding expenses of Mississippi
lliver e immWon, $0,000,000; between
.Ohio and Missouri rivers. $1.000 000-
between Missouri river and -Minneapo¬
lis $1,1.00,000;, between Minneapolis
mud M. Pnnl, 4170.000; Improving

(Continued on page three.)

With the Re-opening of Rail¬
roads and Order to Have

Normal Prices.
(av AiaociATio **«¦¦)

MEX .V.. .. I
JUARBZ, Mex., Dec. 8.As a means

of placing the rebel territory on a
normal basis General Villa today Is¬
sued an order that all foodstuffs shall
be sold at prlceB usually obtained In
times of peace. Stores In Chlhuahsa
and other rebel cities are required tG'
sell goods at prices named by Villa..
The rebsl leader said that it merchants
attempted to ask higher prices he'
would confiscate their property,
Tranloads of provisions are to be
shipped from Juarez to the almost1
famished citizens of Chlhuuhua.
Unless the federal troops, who de¬

serted Chihuahua, unexepectedly turn
up and resort to guerilla warfare the
northern part of Mexico will assume a:
semblance of peace through the open-1
'ng of the railroads.

Villa has been on the alert for a
possiblo attack by the federals and
his patrol of the 225 miles from Juarez
to Chihuahua has 'been in the nature
of precaution.. It was reported that
IjOuIs Terrazns, the wealthy land
owner, had paid to have the federal
army escort himself and other civil¬
ians to the border and that the'jedcr-
als, after reaching the border, might
attempt to retreat to the state of
Nuevo Leon.

ON TRIAL
Is Hans Schmidt, One Time As-:

sistant Rector of Church,
for Murder.
(BY ASSOCIATED PRCSB)

N!H\V YORK, Dec. S.Hans'
Schmidt, one time assistant rectori
of St. Joseph's church, was placed on
trial today for the murder of Anna!
Aumuller. a crime which he con¬
fessed after portions of the girl's1
body had been found washed ashore
by the TCtidson river. His defense!
of insanity was made by Jiils lawyers
without his conent. The dltrlct at-:
tnrney charges that Schmidt is sham¬
ming insanity and t,hat ills plea to
bo permitted to expiate his crime in
the electric chair is insincere.

SJIAT/L F1UK.

A small fire occurred 'Monday af¬
ternoon nt the home of J. C Smith,
at Wolf Summit, the interior or one
room and the attic being Tiadly
burned and considerable household
goods being destroyed. The blaze;
originated from a defective flue. The
loss is $500 or more.

OXE MARRIAGE LICENSE.
A marriage license lias been issued

to Grover Hill Junklns and Mary
Maggie Albright.
W. C. Day. Jr., of Parkersburg, is|here looking after business affairs

DOLLARS
[ ON RIVERS

FLOODJjGTliS
In Texas Now Number Ninety-

Six, with Twenty-Five
Last Night.
(BV a«»OCIATSO Mt&SSi

HOUSTON. Tex., Dec. S.iXinoty-
eix persons were known to have per-
ished up to noon today in Hoods
that have swept through sea-oral sec-
tlonr. of Texas. Twenty-five of the
persons drowned last niglit or early
lociay were in territory where warn¬
ings of the Hood's coming had 'been
posted for several days. The rtiajor-
ty of the victims are negroes. Tho
crcct of the flood today was near-
ins the gulf in the Brazos and Colo¬
rado rivers.

ASSIGNMENT
Is Made by Wealthy Farmer,
Convicted of Criminal As¬

sault on Miss Turner.
(DV ASSOCIATED PRKSS)

CHARLKS TOWN. W. Va. Dec. 8
K. Graham Wilson, the wealthy far¬
mer and horseman, who was convicted
here a week ago of criminal assault
upon Miss Kate Turner tfhile she was
h.s wife's guest, today made an assign¬
ment for the benefit of his creditors
He placed his liabilities at $17,000 and
his assets at $ 12,000. Mrs. Wilson owns
one o fthe finest estates in West Vir¬
ginia near here Wiison will be sen¬
tenced on Wednesday but his attorneys'
have arranged to carry the case to the
supreme court of appeals.

COURT TERM OPESS.
The December term of the county

court opened Monday morning. John

Profound fcnd Eloquent is An
Address Made by a Most

Beloved Brottter.
SONG SERVICE" IS DIVINE
Solemn Ceremonies Presided
over by ExaJted Ruler Beau¬

tiful in Sinriplicity.
Memorial services for its honored

dead were held by Clarksburg Lodge,
.No. 482, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, at 2:30.o'clock Sunday
afternoon in the Robinson Grand
theater with almost 400 members of
the order in attendance and an as¬
semblage of friends wijich oiled the
spacious theater to the overflowing
point. Many were 'unable to gain ad¬
mission on account of the crowded,
condition of the house.
The ceremonies were most impres¬

sive with Charles F. Kester, exalted
ruler of the lodge, officiating in moBt
graceful manner and the various
other officers of the lodge in their re-!
spectlve chairs did their part of the
services well.
The following program was ob-i

served:-
Prelude Cadenza Orchestra:

J. Frank Cork, director.
Opening Memorial Service

. . Exalted iRnler Charles F. Kester!
Solo."Lead Kindly Light"

,iA. J. Smith!
Responsive service

Officers or the LodgojOpening Ode.(air "Auld Lang
Syne") Elks' Male Choir";Invocation I
The Rev. Charles 'Baird M?'tchell;

'Wearer, My God to Thee"
Elks' Male Choir!

Memorial address
(Brother Arthur c. Morelanrtl

New York Lodge, No. 1.
"Rock of Ages" Elks'Male Choir
Closing cereraonies..Offlcers of Lodge
"Now the Day is Over".

;. Elks' Male Choir
Benediction
The Rev. Charles Baird Mitchell
The choir consisted of A. J. Smith,

director; Jesse Shlnn, A. W. Rapp,
John Denham. Hpriry Coyne, Charles
Gill, R. E. Oill, Ralph Stager, Eugene
Richards, A. J. Sohulte, Leo Snodgrass,:
Wirt Lewis, F. Cj, Welch, J. M. Knox,!
R. A. Farland aKH'w: G. Reel.
The names oMhe deceased members

are C. Sprigg Sands, W. Ebert Daw¬
son. W. B. McGary, G. Carl Kunst.JCharleR Jj Goff. R. T. Lowndes,
Jr., J. F. Jones, Harry W. Hen-;
dershot, Edward Tunstill. E. B.
Carlin, Frank H. Rhodes, M. J. Mc-
Andrew. M. Frost, Wi, D. Floyd. James
T. Drudy, W. G. Showalter, Thomas
B. Scely. Thomas T. Wallis, C. A.
Templeton, Edward R. Davis. Charles!
M. Gaylord. Clyde R. Bartlett. Ben F
Hornor. V. J. Nlcoles. Lee Davisson,
Owen Kraft, Michael J. Francis. W.
Frank McDonald. F. G. Pickard, R. P.
Williams, Hugo Herb. Henry B. Ward-:
er, William J. Prim, John Terry. James
M. DeVIne, Joiin H. Clifford. W. Roy
Byrd, D. E. Keough, Mark F. McDon-1
nell, Elmer V. Lowe and M. D. Slier-
ldan.
The officers are as follows:
Exalted Ruler.Charles F. Kester.
Esteemed Leading Knight.Wilbur

C. Morrison.
Esteemed Loyal Knight.Walter B.

Wilson.
Esteemed Lecturing Knight.Roscoe

C. Brown.
Secretary.Will H. Cole.
Treasurer.William H. Lewis.
Esquire.John S. Stone.
Tiler.H. Frank Horr.
Chaplain.William T. Byrd1.
Inner Guard.John M. Horr.
Trustees.J. J. Denham, C. L Hick¬

man and P. H. Shield®.
Memorial committee.S. R. Ben tiev.

H. A. Heinze. E. L. Spraker, Will H
Cole and Fleming 71. -Holden.
Music by the Cadenza orchestra

under the direction of J. Frank Cork
was beautifully pathetic and Vas
played perfectly
The male choir under the direction

of A. J. Smith featured the services;
with its selection sung as only the1
best local talent, whose high ability,
is well known, can sing, and Mr
Smith's solo showed him in even bet-
ter than his usunl tine voice.

Arthur C. Moreiand, of New York,
editor of the Elks Antler, former grand
lodge secretary, prominent in Elkdom
and the most widely known and best'
beloved Elk today, as orator of thr-
day. discussed life and immortality
with great eloquence. Not only was

his address noted for eloquence but it,
also contained' a full store of pro¬
found thought on the subject.
Special attention was given by the

speaker 10 death as doubtless marking
the transition of the sou) into a higher
and nobler sphere of existence and
faith practiced was shown to develop
purer and nobler natures, and while
no one knows or can know what is^
beyond the grave belief in immortality
gives the hope which brings man to
hlglior and bettor civilization. He de¬
clared that the value of a life was not
Its length but rather the greatness of,
lf,s activity for good no matter how
short.

Discussing the principles anil be-;
llefs of the order he showed that Elk-
dom Is a haven for all Americans -

mortality, integrity and true brother-1
liood qualities, irrespective of their,
religious creed and that it in no way
conflicted with their religious be¬
liefs. He Iterated the fact that a su¬

preme power Is the dominant belief of
the order and charity and brotherhood
are its prominent ennobling practices
The address was. prononnced the

OHIO RIVER TOWN
FIGHTS GAS RATES

Cecil B. Highland of That City
Thinks Rates Are Already

Too High.
UIHEBUIXG. ®ec. 8.Cecil B.

Highland, of 'New Martinsville, was
in this city Saturday attending the
hearing which is being conducted
before Judge Howard N. Ogden, ot
the Public 6ervice Commission.

Mr. (Highland eays that the con-
sumers or his city were much op¬
posed to any increase in the gas rate
and that the rate should the reduced
as Mew Martinsville is paying the
highest rate of any city or town in
that vicinity and is almost in the'
heart of the gas producing terri¬
tory. He says that the consumers
want the gas company to receive a
good return for their money invested
and iwere no! complaining of the
present price; (but, as the matter is
now up for an equal and just rate
all over the state,, the gas rate in
¦New Martinsville should be reduced.
He also said that the New Martins¬
ville Glass Manufacturing Company,which is one of the toest managedand most prosperous in the state,
would be very mucji affected by any
increase, and it Is now paying the
highest rate. The. glass plant is
owned liy tho glass workers and
lousiness men ot the c.ty and while
it Is in u prosperous condition and
pays all the employees fair wages,the stockholders are not receiving
any big return on their money and
are satisfied as long as the plant can
be run to help upbuild the city and
give employment to so many high,clacs men and women.

Mr. Highland also called our at¬
tention to the August report of 1913,of H. P. Taylor and Company, who
arc large dealers in investments
and securities, in Which they state:
"The Manufacturers' (Light and
Heat Company, for the ,slx months
ending June 30, 19113, showed a bal-
ance available for dividends of $.1.-®10,li2<), or an annual rate of four¬
teen per cent. The stock Hthere ishilt one class) now pays seven per¬cent, and an increase of dividend Is
being talked of." at looks li'ke the
company should (be satisfied with the!
present price of gas, as they are now;making, according to their own
statement, fourteen per cent net on
their capital stock.

.Mr. 'Highland adds: "I .have
callcd this [statement to the attentionof one of the attorneys who representthe consumers, and the matter will'
lie gone into thoroughly liefore the.
hearing is ended. The consumers of
New Martinsville have great contl-
dence in the IPubllc Service C^imls-sion and believe that when the hear¬
ing is over we shall be able to show
that our present gas rate is too
high."

TO OIIGAXIZE OliUB.
For the purpose of organizing a

local Masonic clifb, a meeting of
members of all branches of the local
Masonic fraternity will he held at 1
o'clock Tuesday evening in the Ma¬
sonic temple.

CAR.R.ICO IS I
DUR.IN<

LOPEZ'SJRHCHO
Indicate That He Has Not Suc¬
cumbed to Poisonous Gases

in the Mine.
tar ASSOC>ATSO pais*)

BINGHAM. Utah, Dev. 8.Posses
continued their search of the Utah-
Apex mine today for Ralph Lopez.The discovery of his tracks yester¬
day indicated that he had not suc¬
cumbed to the poisonous gases forced
into tlie tunnel last week to asphyxi¬
ate him. Armed with shotguns the
deputies exploring the working were
prepared for another underground
battle such as occurred November
29. when two of their number were
killed. That Lopez had escaped
from thei mine several days ago was]
still the general belief.

PHOEBE COUSINS
First Woman Lawyer in the

United States is Buried To¬
day in St. Louis.

(¦r AWAOCIATKD PAIffl
ST. LOUIS, Dec. 8..Miss Phoebe

Couzins, who was the first woman law¬
yer in the United States, the first
woman to hold the office of United
States marshal and the first woman to
be graduated from Washington Uni¬
versity. was burled here .today! With
her was lowered into thp grave her
most prized possession,, the United
States marshal's badge of silver, pre¬
sented by President Cleveland.to her
father and upon his death to her. Miss
Couzins died In poverty Saturday. Her
burial was provided for by Mrs. Wil¬
liam Thompson, wife of a banker, who
in childhood was Phoebe's playmate.

Edward Hamilton Stabbed hy
Grover Blankenshift and is

in Serious Condition.
Ewdard Hamilton lies fn Kessler

anrt n t0dan In a aerlouB condition
and Grover Blankenshift 1b held In
the county jail as a result of a ciittine
scrape In the East End Saturday after j
noon. Blankenshift is heSndlng
the result of Hamilton's injuries.
In tho ! ^a,8 two 8tab rounds, one

}? Ief,t side below the heart and
the other In the left shoulder.
ll(«nCCh0r<llng t0 the story hold by Ham-

. 1 waB attacked by Blankenshift
suddenly and without any provocation
£0T<* "i6 alleges that be went!
into a saloon in the East End and up-

n2mJl8 ou,slde he was suddenly!
attacked by Blankenshift, who was
standing near the door. Hamilton's
wounds bled profusely and he wall
lushed to the hospital. I
llJ'l(l?i:ktt0r.Wa8 reP°r'ed to the po- \
lice and county authorities and within !
erf8hvrp h"1® ®'ankensblft was arrest- j
nL- ^°, 0fflcer Slmms by a clevcr1
d ^,l° eteCtlVe,W°rk- 0fBcer Sl""°8,:
disguised as a farmer, went to the

rZ%M B1??kenshlft a short distance
from this city and e&gaged1 in conver-
sation with BlankenBhift. He was no
sure that Blankenshift was the man
ho wanted. However they had con-
versed, only a few minutes 'before
Blankenshift told the officer that he

ln a flKht. He was imme.

In
a"eated and brought to the city

Htor » j
P th® clty Jal1 and was

thorltieg.. °Ver t0 the COunt> j
A warrant was sworn out against

Blankenshift by Sheriff Ross P. Stout
in Magistrate .Vlcewarner's court this i
afternoon, charging him with felon-
icusly stabbing Hamilton. '

Is Welcomed by Suffragets as
with Tottering Steps She

Alights from Train.
IT n\?rkrwKT <bTa"»®c,at«o miu,w>?DiOLV, Dec. 8.(Militant suf-

fc eat'lered Welcome Mri,
^r^efite??okdhariV
leased from )T'ia*®^?88 It!
WMotakena'.'nb na"Ce aad a stretcher'
not needed i lhe statlon they were!
from»h« .0*,8be was able to alight!

of a
assistance

Donerrntalnlng .p-
_

BILLED
3 thenight
BVroSllVrtBrrd|eS.i,'»port East of City .

BRIDGEPORT, Dee S-Thm,.,
of Seymour CarrlcoTaged 23~If Gr««/;

decided he waf atrLv k lury;
which caused his death His !?'

Clarksburg oTa late ^roll^car'.
.roarer arndhlr°lh?mra-

'n was In the churoh cemetery

bflnkjloseo
During the Night and Notice is

Posted to Prevent Run
on Institution. J>

mvnvvu"" »«ocia.o

hundred persons gathered^ aTuTk^s'
group about the doors of the pw

t' a "naI Cank. of Bayonne, this morn-1
£ito, BaZ0 at 'he "ttle slip of paper
posted upon th» door, announcing that
tor the best >rtcrcet(4 0f7c £t
S.0'director. had decided aK:
night last night to turn rts affairs over

to rf.' al uank examlners. Inability
in »n

° on ,ts assets caused the'
Institution to be closed as a precau-1
Hon against a run today. It has n.

;?k»o'
Mr. and Mis. Morri#. of PitUbore.!

So As to Improve
Supply and Better Profec1

Public Health.
WILL CHANGE DISTRIC"
Free Seed Distribution by Con¬
gressmen May Be Discon¬

tinued Altogether.
_

'¦» amociarnnititi

WASHINGTON, D. ,C.. Dec.
Iieorganfiation of the departmentjoagriculture is foreshadowed in So:
retary Houston's airst annual repoi
presented today to 'President 'WUsort
A plan to bo submitted ££§$ Cofil.
greas in the fiscal estimates tor &SM
proposes to carry out the^vork
the department in Ave tor six
groups, such as research, state rela¬
tions, tiiral organization, tor«
vice, weather and regulation.
a plan. Secretary Houston believes, '¦
will promote co-ordination. "

'Plans for re-districting the eoff"1
try for the enforcement of $e pn
food law are announced and the s
retary announces his Intention to u
for authority to prepare amemlmen
to the pure rood law to lmprova.tj.footl supply, "protect the public
health and promote uniformity In
food legislation.

Free distribution of seeds ,-by con¬
gressmen should be discontinued, the
secretary recommends. He would
conduct in its stead a constructive
work In securing and distributing
new seeds and plants.

Conditions very widely In the
United States, says the report, be¬
cause farmers do not equally need
better credit arrangements and all
sections are not similarly circum¬
stanced-. It contends that when all
necessary allowance has been made
for fundamental factors, It ii prob¬
ably clear that the rural communi¬
ties are not as efficiently served a#
they should 'be by existing financial
arrangements. The secretary be¬
lieves there does not appear to be
need for unique or special legislation
or legislation wh'lch shall aim to give;the farmer credit on easier) terms
than other members of society.
What Is needed is the creation of
conditions and machinery ...whichshall enable him on similar credit
foundations to secure money at the
same -rite-as those that prevail -for
other, classes and for other sections.

"liven though the problem of how
the farmer can-best sell his produce
and can improve the conditions tin- l
der which he can secure the neces¬
sary capital wore, tliere would still
remain vital things to be accom¬
plished before rural life can be made
fully efficient, profitable, healthful,
pleasurable and attractive, and be¬
fore a larger disposition to .remain
on the farm develops. Good roads
are prerequisite for better market¬
ing, for better schoolB, and for more
comfortable rural living. Better .

sanitation and hygiene in the home,
In the school, and InVthe community
are just as vital for the rural com¬
munity as for tile urban," says t^vjf
report.\

"To gain information to. enable*
the department better to serve rural
women, the secretary has addressed
letters of inquiry to the women of 55,-
000 selected farms covering every
county. Other surveys and- studies
were also'conducted. 'Analysis of tho
small part of the letters as yet di¬
gested shows that farm -women de¬
sire assistance in all phases of home
management, especially as to ways
of securing running water, Intro- J
dmclng household power machinery
and labor-saving arrangements, and
providing better liygenie and sani¬
tary conditions. Many seek advice
as to the better marketing of the
articles they produce. Others ask
the department to prove to the man
that their work is worth something
in dollars and cents. The overwrote
of women and children ana the diffi¬
culty of securing domestic help are
mentioned by a number of the
writers. The department believes
that intelligent belp to wdmen in
matters of home management ?ill
contribute directly to the agrJcultur- <

al success of the farm. It pur¬
poses, therefore, to ask Congress for
means and authority to make more
complete studies of domestic condi¬
tions on the farm, to experiment witft
labor-saving devices and methods
and to study completely the question
of practical sanitation and hygenic
protection for the farm family.

As to federal aid for good roads, 2
the secretary says the federal gov¬
ernment should deal with the stat# -

as the lowest unit, through an expert
highway commissioner as Its agency.
The plan should provide for main¬
tenance aa well as construction^
Preference should foe given to the
improvement of roads over which .

products from the farms, can bo
taken to the nearest railway station.
A scheme of road construction and a
maintenance within a state should
be developed and mutually agreed
upon. Money appropriated by the '&
federal government Should feet-ap- ||Sgjjportioned on the basis of such fac¬
tors as total population, -farm popu¬
lation, area, taxable valuation and
mileage.

Special emphasis Is laid on the
fact that the figures for crops .quoted
are'estimated. From the estimates
at hand It appears that the produc¬
tion of crops in a.41)3 -was materially
below the average, the yield per acre
of all crops combined (being smaller
than in any year In the last decade
with -the exception bt 19-11. "Hie
corn crop, the most valuable
of this country, according
Umates fell
bushels,


